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Sarena Hines and her husband, Michael Hines, of Columbia, carry several air convection fryers while shopping at JCPenney at the 
Marley Station Mall in Glen Burnie, which opened at 2 p.m. on Thanksgiving Day. “This is crazy,’ Michael Hines said. 


Shoppers hit stores for 
Thanksgiving bargains 


For many deal-hunters, delaying or skipping the meal is worth it 


By SARAH GANTZ 
The Baltimore Sun 


Even as some retailers pulled back from 
the recent trend of long Thanksgiving Day 
hours and online shopping made it easier 
than ever to snag a deal from the comfort 
of the couch, the most dedicated deal- 
seekers still packed in their holiday dinner 
early to flock to the stores. 

Most major department stores and 
discounters, including JCPenney, Sears, 
Macy’s and Target, opened their doors 
Thursday afternoon, many to a crush of 
shoppers amending the modern holiday 
tradition: Give thanks, get deals. 

Or, in Tammy Appold’s case, vice versa. 

“We usually eat around this time,” 
Appold said as she waited for the JCPen- 
ney at Marley Station Mall in Glen Burnie 
to open at 2 p.m., “but it’s postponed until 
we get done here.” 

Like many other retailers, JCPenney 
will offer steep discounts throughout the 
Thanksgiving weekend but reserved some 
its most enticing deals for Thursday, 
See SHOPPERS, page Il 


Krystal Nelson of Glen Burnie leaves JCPenney at Marley Station with a load of pur- 
chases. The store hired 60 extra workers to deal with the rush, its general manager said. 
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School 
chief 
draws 
allies 


Parents, others come 
out in support of 
Balto. County’s White 


By DouG DONOVAN AND LIZ BOWIE 
The Baltimore Sun 


On YouTube, Twitter and Facebook, 
supporters of Baltimore County’s interim 
school Superintendent Verletta White have 
been rallying behind the popular home- 
grown leader as she faces her most pressing 
public test. 

Some even took to one of the oldest 
platforms for social expression: a public 
podium. White’s backers attended the 
Baltimore County school 
board’s meeting Tuesday 
night to encourage the 
panel to give her the 
superintendent post per- 
manently. 

“Ms. White is a steady, 
calm and strong advocate. 
I am honored to lead a 
school under her leader- 
ship,” said Hope Baier, 
principal of Fort Garrison 
Elementary School. She was among 1 
principals, two elected officials, a commu- 
nity association leader and others who 
signed up to speak on White’s behalf. 

Dozens of school system parents have 
taken to Twitter and Facebook to declare 
their support for White, praising her as 
smart, caring and down-to-earth. 

“As a parent, she is exactly who I want to 
lead and advocate for my children and our 
schools. Any school system would be lucky 
to have her,” said one in a string of positive 
comments. 

And a YouTube video featuring Balti- 
more County Councilman Julian Jones 
calls on White’s supporters to pressure the 
school board to appoint her as the perma- 
nent superintendent. 

“It’s imperative that we stand up and let 
the Board of Education know that we would 
like her to be the next superintendent of 
Baltimore County Public Schools,” Jones, a 
See WHITE, page I 
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EVOLVING SERVICES: Family and Chil- 
dren’s Services of Central Maryland plans to 
increase its substance abuse services in 
Harford County, but it’s coming at a cost: 
closure of the adult day care program it runs 
in the county. NEWS PG 2 


NATION 


TAX REFORM: Republicans are investing 
enormous amounts of political capital and 
dollars to pump up support for the GOP tax 
overhaul in a risky, last-ditch undertaking 
ahead of next year’s election. NEWS PG 6 
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As case of Freddie Gray closes, 
mystery of slain detective lingers 


Shooting overshadows end 
of charges against last 
officers in Gray’s death 


By DouG DONOVAN 
The Baltimore Sun 


The Harlem Park alley near where 
Baltimore homicide Det. Sean Suiter was 
shot last week stood quiet, empty and cold 
on Thanksgiving afternoon. 

No armored vehicles. No cameras. No 
crime scene tape. 

A solitary police cruiser drove slowly up 
the 900 block of Bennett Place as the 
afternoon gave way to dusk. The officer 
behind the wheel peered out his window at 
a makeshift memorial of small American 
flags to mark Suiter’s death, the latest blow 
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No one has been 
arrested yet in the 
case of Baltimore 
Police Det. Sean 
Suiter, who was 
shot Nov. 15 and 
died the next day. 


to a department just pulling out from under 
the specter of Freddie Gray. 

“Im just passing through to pay my 
respects,” the officer said before driving off. 

As he left, Shaketia Santiful, 32, and her 
9-year-old daughter came walking down 
the same street, dressed in their holiday 
best as they prepared to leave for Thanks- 
giving dinner. It appeared to be a simple 
enough moment, but one the mother and 
daughter hadn’t been able to share in a 
week. 
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Food donations will be collected at M&T Bank Stadium gates prior 
to the LIONS vs. RAVENS game on December 3. 
For more ways to donate, visit BALTIMORERAVENS.COM/FOODDRIVE 
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“Today is the first day we parked on our 
block? Santiful said. 

They were heading to White Marsh to 
eat Thanksgiving dinner with Santiful’s 
mother. For the past week, Santiful’s 
daughter has stayed at her aunt’s East 
Baltimore home because police had cor- 
doned off most of the neighborhood, 
forcing Santiful to park two blocks away 
and show identification at a police check- 
point to be allowed onto her block. 

“The presence of the police has been 
heavy,” she said. 

She worked a 3-to-l pm. shift as a 
nursing assistant at Sheppard Pratt Health 
System for the past week and did not like 
having to walk the longer distance from her 


car. 
“The neighborhood isn’t so safe,” she 

said. 

See POLICE, page 11 
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